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TESIIMON 
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The LORD and his FRUTH: 


Given forth by the Women Friends at their Yearly- 
Meeting at YoRKk; being a tender Salutation 
of Love - to their Friends and Siſters in their 
ſeveral Monthly-Mectings, in this County and 
elſewhere. 


Dear Friends and Siſters, 


E being met together in the Fear of the Lord, to wait 
upon him for his ancient Power to order us, and in his 
Wiſdom and Counſel to guide us in our Exerciſe relating 
to Church Afrairs; it hath pleaſed him to break in 
among(t us in a glorious Manner, to our great Satisfaction, and to fill 
our Meeting with his living Preſence, and crown our Aſſembly with 
his heavenly Power, and open the Fountain of Life unto us; and the 
Streams of his Love have been felt freely to flow amongſt us, and run 
from Veſſel to Veſlel, to the gladding of our Hearts, which cauſeth 


living Praiſes, and hearty Thankigiving, to be rendered unto him 
who alone is worthy. 


And, Friends, we hereby ſignify to you, that here have been many 
living Teſtimonies delivered amongſt us, from the divine Openings 
of the Spirit of Life in many Brethren and Siſters, whereby we are 
fully ſatisfied that the Lord is well pleaſed with this our Service, and 
doth accept our Sacrifices and free-will Offerings, and returns an 
Anſwer of Peace into our Boſoms, which is greatly our Reward : 
Here hath alſo been brought ſeveral Teſtimonies in Writing from 
divers of our Monthly-Meetings, to our great SatisfaQtion, touching 
the Care of Friends, for the Honour of God, and Proſperity of Truth 
in one another, And, dear Friends, in that unchangeable Love and 
precious Truth of our God, we dearly falute you, wherein our Rela- 
tion and Acquaintance with him, and one with another in Spirit, is 


daily 
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daily renewed, and our Care and Concern for his Honour, and one 
another's Good, is ſtill continued: And therein we lee there is as great 
Need as ever, to watch over one another fur Good, though it hath 
pleaſed Gud, in his infinite Mercy and Love, to give us a Day of 
Eaſe and Liberty as to the outward, and hath broken the Bonds of 
many Captives, and hath ſet the Oppreſſed free, and opened the 
Priſon-doors in a good Nlealure ; living Praiſes be given to him for 
ever. And now, Friends, it is our Detiie that we all may make a 
right Uſe of it, and anſwer the End of the Lord in it, and neither 
take nor give Liberty to that Part in any, which may give the Lord 
Occalion to ſuffer our Bonds to be renewed, but in his Fear and holy 
Awe walk humbly before him in a holy and ſelf-denying Life, under 
the Ciols of Chriſt Jeſus, which daily crucifies us to the World, and 
the World to us, and teacheth us to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, and to live righteouſly and foberly in this preſent World ; that 
by cur holy Lives and righteous Converſations, others ſeeing our good 
Works, may glorify onr heavenly Father ; and that by our Truth-like 
and Chriſtian Behaviour, and Cown-right Dealing in all cur Afﬀaics 
amongit the Children of Men, we may walk as becomes the Truth. 
And, dear Friends, join not with any fort of People further than 
will ſtand with Truth's Honour, and rezch God's Witneſs in ever 
Conſcience, but as much as in you lieth live peaceably with all Men, 
and do Good unto all, eſpecially unto the Houſhold of Faith ; and fo 
daily fulfil the royal Law of Love, in ſhewing to all Men that you 
are Chriſt's Diſciples, by loving him and one another, 


And, Friends, we cannot but warn you of the ſeparating Spirit 
which leads unto Strife, Contention and Jangling, and would 
thereby lay waſte your Concern for God's Honour and one another's 
Good ; this is that old Adverlary and Enemy of Mankind, who in 
all Ages went about like a roaring Lion, ſecking whom he might 
devour ; and, as a ravenous Wolf, ſometimes gets the Sheep's Cloath- 
ing, and never wants fpecious Pretences to accompliſh his Deſign, and 
bring about his End, which is to divide, rend, tear, deſtroy, and 
{ſeparate from God and one from another, and would lay waſte the 
Heritage of God, and make Spoil of his Plantation, and leave his ten- 
der Plants without Care, in the Briars and Thorns, and every hurtful 
\WVeed to wrap about them to hinder their Growth, and draw them 
out of their Order ; by reaſon of which, 2s in the Days of old, the 
Wey of Truth might be evil ſpoken of: The Lord diſappoint him of 
his Purpoſe, and fruſtrate him of his End, is our Prayer ; and keep us 
livingly ſenſible, that the End of the Lord, 1n all his fatherly Correc- 
tions, gentle Chaſtiſements, and Kind Reproofs, hath been to preſerve 
us from the Snares of the Enemy : Therefore, dear Friends, be 
concerned for the Preſervatioa of one another in every of your 
relpetive Monthly-meetings, and be faithful in pertorming your Ser- 
vice and Duty to God and one to another (as he opens it in you, and 
lays it upon you) in Exhortation, dmonition and Reproof, in tendec 


Love, 
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Love, for ſo it will be as the Balm of Gzlead unto thoſe who are 
wounded by the Wiles of the Enemy. For, dear Friends, it is the 
very End of our Travail and Labour of Love, That the Hungry may 
be fed, the Naked cloathed, the Weak ſlrengthned, the Feeble comforted, 
ond the Wounded Lealed ; 10 that the very weakeſt and hindermolt cf 
the Flock may be gathered into the Fold of Reft and Safety, where 
no Deitroyer can come, where the Ranſomed and Redeemed by the 
Lord have the Songs of Deliverance and high Praiſes in their Mouths, 


giving him the Honour wao alone is worthy for ever, 


And, Friends, let us ever remember the tender Dealings and Mer- 
cies of the Lord to us, and that it was not for our Deſerts, nor any 
Worthineſs in us, but his own Good-will, and for his Seed's Sake, in 
which he heard our many Cries, and had Regard to our Tears, an 
helped us through many Exerciles and Trials inwardly and outwardly, 
and hath been our Rock and Refuge, and our ſure hiding Place, in 
many Storms and Exerciſes, and yet preſcrves in perfect Peace all 
thoſe that truſt in him, who keeps his new Creation full of Joy ; 
and the Voice of Thankſgiving and Melody is heard in our Land, 
and the Lord becomes unto us the Place of broad Rivers, and makes 
us before him as well watered Gardens, and affte&ts our Hearts with 
his divine Love to praiſe his Name, 


And now to you young Women, whom our Souls love, and whom 
the Lord delighteth to do Good unto, and hath vilited with Taſtes 
of his Love; be you ordered by him in all Things, that in your 
modeſt and chaſte Behaviour, your comely and decent Dreftes in your 
Apoarel, and in all other Things, you may be good Examples to 
others, not only thoſe that arc without, but to ſome profeſling the 
Faith; that in the Line of Life, and Language of Truth, we may 
ſpeak one to another and ſay, Ariſe you Dawghters of Sion, ſhake 
wourfelves from the Duſt of the Earth, put on the beautiful Garments, 
ever the Robes cf Rightcouſneſs, the Saints Chathing, the Ornament 
of a meek and quiet Spirit, And be not too careful for Preferment 
or Riches in this World, but be careful to know the Lord to be your 
Portion, and the Lot of your Inheritance : Then Teſtimonies will 
ariſe as in the Days of old, Our Let is fallen in a good Ground, «: 


have large Poſſeſſions. 


And, Friends, be not concern'd in Reference to Marriage out of 
God's Fear, but firſt wait to know your Maker to become your Hut- 
band and the Bridegroom of your Sculs, then you will come to know 
that you are not your own, but that he muſt have the ordering and 
diſpoling of you in Soul, Body and Spirit, which are all his ; tor he 
being the only One uno you, and the chiefeſt of Ten Thouſand 
among(t you, he will be your Bzloved and your Friend: O Friends ! 
this State is happy, and blefled are they that attain it, and live in it ; 


the Lord is not unmindful of them, but in his own Time, if he fee it 
gocd 


= 


good for them, can provide Meet-helps for them ; then will your 
Marriage be honourable, being orderly accomplithed with the Aſcent 
of Parents, and the Unity of Friends, and an Honour to God, and 
Comfort to your own Souls ; then Huſbands and Children, all a 
Bleſſing in the Hand of the Lord ; and you will ariſe in your Day, 
Age and Generation, es Mothers in [ſ/rael, as thoſe holy Ancients 
whole living Teſtimonies reach to us, and blefied Memories live with 
us, according to our Meaſures ; as Lyd:/a, open hearted to God and 
ons to another ; «zs Dorcas, carctul to do one another Good ; as 
Deberah, concerned in the Common-wealth of 1/rae/; and as Fael, 
zealous for the Truth, who was praiſed above Women, 


And ycu Friends, who are under the preſent Concern, and in your 
Day's Work, do it not negligently, nor with careleſs Minds, but be 
you diligent in every of your Women's Meetings, and order two faith- 
ful Women, in every Meeting, to take the Care upon them, and fo 
far as may anſwer Truth, do your Endeavours that nothing be 
practiſed amongſt you, but what tends to God's Honour and one 
another's Comfort ; let nothing be indulged or connived at in any, 
whereby Truth is diſhonoured ; and let that be cheriſhed and encou- 
raged in all, wherewith Truth is honoured : And theſe our Teſtimo- 
nies caſt not carcleſly into a Corner, but ſometimes peruſe them, and 
mark well the wholſom Advice therein, that our Travail may be 
anſwered, the Lord honoured, and you reap the Benefit; and let a 
right Record be kept from Month to Month, and from Year to Year, 
of the Lord's Dealing with vs, ang, Mercy to us, to fugure Ages, that 
from Age to Age, and one Generation to another, his own Works 
may praiſe him : To whom all Praiſes belong, and be they aſcribed, 


both now and for ever. 


From our Yearly-Meeting at YoRK, the 28th of the Fourth 
Month, +668. 1089. 


Signed on the Behalf of the Meeting, by 


CATHARINE WHITTON, || Mary Walt, 


JupiITy BouLsr, DEeBoRan WINN, 
ELIZABETH SEDMAN, ELIZABETH BECKWITH, 


Frances TAYLOR, Mary LINDLEY, 


